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National Museum of American History

Custom Series Doors

The Smithsonian Na�onal Museum of American History collects, preserves, and displays 
the heritage of the United States in the areas of social, poli�cal, cultural, scien�fic, and 
military history. Among the items on display is the original Star-Spangled Banner. 
Dawson doors proudly greet over four million visitors per year, with their entry doors 
and frames in ves�bules on both the first and second floors.
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PROCESS
When construc�ng the doors for the Smithsonian 
Na�onal Museum of American History, Dawson knew 
the final product needed to be durable and strong 
given the influx of visitors each day. With the needs of 
the space in mind, Dawson provided its Custom 
Seamless Series doors with center pivo�ng hardware. 
This choice would help ensure that Dawson’s doors 
could withstand any level of traffic into and out of the 
building.

For the material, 13 gauge Stainless Steel and a #4 sa�n 
grained finish were selected. This choice of material 
and finish gave the doors a sleek and lustrous look that 
matched the refined and elegant ambiance of the rest 
of the building. No framing was used for the doors, 
adding to the clean and sophis�cated appearance of 
the museum. 

The Smithsonian Na�onal Museum of American History 
sits at the center of the Na�onal Mall. Dawson 
appreciated the opportunity to work on a building that 
serves as one of the main focal points of DC’s 
celebrated collec�on of museums.
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DETAILS
Doors: Custom Seamless Series, Center Pivoted Swing Hardware

Frames: No framing

Material: 13 gauge

Architect: Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, Kevin Roche John 

Dinkeloo and Associates (KRJDA), Skidmore, Owings & Merrill

Loca�on: Washington, DC, United States


